
18 -  Jeroboam and Rehoboam - 1 Kings 12 
 

 
 
The Israelites all lived under King Solomon, but after he disobeyed God, 
two kingdoms formed (12:16).  Jeroboam was the king of the north. The 
people in Jeroboam's kingdom married people who did not worship God.  
Later they became part of the Gentiles.  The Gentiles were not the 
people of God, because God had not made a covenant with them yet.  
 
Rehoboam was the king of the south. All the people in Rehoboam’s 
kingdom became known as the Jews as they were from the tribe of 
Judah.  This is important because Jesus was Jewish, meaning that he 
was from the Southern Kingdom and the tribe of Judah. When Jesus 
came he preached to the Jews and the Gentiles (Matthew 28:19). Jesus 
brought both of the kingdoms back together. These two kingdoms were 
united because Jesus was destined to be born in Bethlehem and die on 
the cross as king of all.  
 
Thinking and talking about sufferings can be wearisome, but only when 
they are not united to the cross of our Lord. When they are united to his 
cross, the burden becomes light (Matthew 16:23-26).   Reflect upon 
whether you understand this and live it.  If you are living it you will find 
that your sufferings are no longer a heavy burden, they become a 
joy.  Though it is hard to arrive at this level of surrender, Jesus did (Luke 
22:42) it is your calling and the reward awaits. 
 
Prayer 
Lord, may I never grow weary of offering you every pain and suffering I 
endure.  When serious hardships come my way, help me to give them to 
you.  When small discomforts come my way, help me to give them to 
you.  Guide me to unite all things at your cross, and Lord help me to 
trust in your unfathomable power to transform them.  Amen. 


