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Choral Evensong from The Book of Common Prayer  

Sunday, 15 May 2022 The Fifth Sunday of Easter   

Introduction by Reverend Captain Paul Fitzpatrick C.A. SCP 

Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every one of us can change lives. 

Drought starves. It robs women of the power to farm and grow food for their families. 

Now, for the first time in a generation, global poverty is rising. Covid-19, conflict and the 

climate crisis are pushing more of our global neighbours into a struggle for survival.  

Women and men in Zimbabwe are hungry to provide a more hopeful future. Mums often 

skip meals to share with their children what little food they have. 

One of these mums is Jessica Mwedzi. Drought makes every day a struggle for survival. 

Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a good meal. Hungry to earn a decent living. Hungry to 

provide a more hopeful future for her family. 

‘My children crave a good meal, but I can’t provide.’ Jessica says. ‘It pains me to 

send them to bed hungry.’    

Your gift could help Jessica grow drought-resistant crops. You could help her set up a 

water tap on her farm and learn how to grow food in the harsh climate. She’ll turn her 

dry, dusty land into a garden of hope.  

This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the hundreds of thousands of our supporters 

who give, act and pray – stepping out in love for our global neighbours. With you by our 

side, we won’t stop until everyone can live a full life, free from poverty and hunger. 

From envelope collections to walking 300,000 steps in May, Christian Aid Week brings 

people together as one community helping those living in poverty to transform their own 

lives. 

Give generously to help women grow crops that survive in the drought.  
Act and raise your voice for justice. Join our Loss and Damage campaign. 

Pray that families will stay strong during tough times of drought. 
 

Together, we can turn hunger into hope.  

As you wait for the service to start, say a prayer, stir your heart and give 

generously.  You can either:  

 Point your phone camera at the Q-Code 

 Go to back of church and use the giving device 

 Place cash in the giving basket 
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The minister introduces the service  

Priest: 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloke 

them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with an 

humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of 

the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought 

we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the 

great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to 

hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as 

well for the body as the soul. 

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with 

a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all say: 

Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost 

sheep, We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  

We have offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we 

ought to have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to have done, 

And there is no health in us:  

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, 

which confess their faults,  

Restore thou them that are penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in 

Christ Jesu our Lord:  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, 

righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
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The Absolution or Remission of sins to be pronounced by the Priest alone, 

standing: the people still kneeling. 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a sinner, 

but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and live; and hath given power, and 

commandment, to his Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, 

the Absolution and Remission of their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 

repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those 

things may please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter 

may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Janet Zirugo waters fine beans in her garden of plenty.  

Then the Minister shall kneel, and say the Lord's Prayer: the people also kneeling, 

and repeating it with him. 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done,  

in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power,  

and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen. 
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The responses are sung by the Priest and the Choir (Ayleward) 

Priest: O Lord, open thou our lips  

Choir:   and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.  

Priest: O God, make speed to save us.  

Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
Priest: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  and to the Holy Ghost;   

Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen"  

Priest: Praise ye the Lord.  

Choir: The Lord's name be praised. 
 

Psalm 16 Conserva me, Domine; is sung by the Choir 

Preserve me, O God;   
  for in thee have I put my trust. 
 

O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD,  
  Thou art my God; I have no good like unto thee. 
 

All my delight is upon the saints that are in the earth,  
  and upon such as excel in virtue. 
 

But they that run after another god  
  shall have great trouble. 
 

Their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer,  
  neither make mention of their names within my lips. 
 

The LORD himself is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup;  
  thou shalt maintain my lot. 
 

The lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground; yea,  
  I have a goodly heritage. 
 

I will thank the LORD for giving me warning;  
  my reins also chasten me in the night season. 
 

I have set the LORD alway before me;  

  for he is on my right hand, therefore I shall not fall. 
 

Wherefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth:  

  my flesh also shall rest in hope. 
 

For why? thou shalt not leave my soul in hell;  

  neither shalt thou suffer thy Holy One to see corruption. 
 

Thou shalt show me the path of life: in thy presence is the fulness of joy, 

  and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 

Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading: Alice Gem 

2 Samuel 7.4-13 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 

Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in?  I have not lived in a 

house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 

been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 

Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 

any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 

saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’  

Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took 

you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I 

have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before 

you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 

And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in 

their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 

formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 

rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you 

a house. 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 

He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever.   

 

Hymn 

1 

Light’s abode, celestial Salem,  

Vision whence true peace doth spring,  

Brighter than the heart can fancy,  

Mansion of the highest King;  

O how glorious are the praises  

Which of thee the prophets sing!  

 

2 

There for ever and for ever  

Alleluia is outpoured  

For unending and unbroken  

Is the feast day of the Lord;  

All is pure and all is holy  

That within thy walls is stored.  
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3 

There no cloud nor passing vapor  

Dims the brightness of the air;  

Endless noonday, glorious noonday,  

From the Sun of suns is there;  

There no night brings rest from labour,  

For unknown are toil and care.  

 

4 

O how glorious and resplendent,  

Fragile body, shalt thou be,  

When endued with so much beauty,  

Full of health, and strong, and free,  

Full of vigour, full of pleasure  

That shall last eternally!  

 

5 

Now with gladness, now with courage,  

Bear the burden on thee laid,  

That hereafter these thy labours  

May with endless gifts be paid,  

And in everlasting glory  

Thou with brightness be arrayed.  

 

6 

Laud and honour to the Father,  

Laud and honour to the Son,  

Laud and honour to the Spirit,  

Ever Three, and ever One,  

Consubstantial, Co-eternal,  

While unending ages run.  
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Magnificat Sung by the Choir (Brewer in D) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

For he hath regarded:  

the lowliness of his handmaiden.  

For behold, from henceforth:  

all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

and holy is his Name.  

 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

throughout all generations.  

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.   

 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.   

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   

 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son:  

and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and ever shall be:  

world without end. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Zirugo with her great grandchildren Taonga and Mufaro  

at their home in Zimbabwe. 
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New Testament Reading: Iain Mitchell 

Acts 2.14a, 22-32, 33-36 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. ‘You that 

are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as 

you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But 

God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be 

held in its power.  

 

For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me,  for he is at my right 

hand so that I will not be shaken;  therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 

rejoiced;  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to 

Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to me the 

ways of life;  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”  

 

‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and 

was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God 

had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 

Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not 

abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.”  

 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at 

the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, 

he has poured out this that you both see and hear. For David did not ascend into the 

heavens, but he himself says, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I 

make your enemies your footstool.’ ” Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with 

certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Children play a game with their friends as the sun sets outside their home in 

Zimbabwe.  
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Nunc Dimittis sung by the Choir (Brewer in D) 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation;  

Which thou hast prepared:  

before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son:  

and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning,  

Is now, and ever shall be:  

world without end. Amen.  

 

Then shall be said or sung the Apostles' Creed, by the Minister and the people 

standing. 

The Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The 

Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

Choir: And with thy spirit. 

Minister: Let us pray. 

Minister: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Minister: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Then the Minister, Clerks, and people shall say the Lord's Prayer with a loud voice. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 

trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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Then the Priest standing up shall say, 

Priest: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 

 

Priest: O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Priest: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

Priest: O Lord, save thy people. 

Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Priest: Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 

Priest: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

Then shall follow three Collects: The first of the day: The second for Peace: The 

third for Aid against all Perils, as hereafter followeth: which two last Collects shall 

be daily said at Evening Prayer without alteration. 

The First Collect at Evening Prayer 

For the 5th Sunday after Easter 

O LORD, from whom all good things do come: Grant to us thy humble servants, that by 

thy holy inspiration we may think those things that be good, and by thy merciful guiding 

may perform the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.   

 

The Second Collect at Evening Prayer 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;  

that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we 

being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Anthem: WITH A VOICE SINGING: sung by the Choir 

With a voice of singing  

declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia! 

 

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.  

The Lord hath delivered His people, Alleluia! 

 

O be joyful in God, all ye lands. 

O sing praises to the honour of His name,  

make His praise to be glorious. 

 

With a voice of singing,  

declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia!  

 

 

A Prayer for the Queen's Majesty. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords, the only Ruler 

of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers upon earth:  

Most heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign 

Lady, Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that she 

may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy way.  

Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and wealth long to live; 

strengthen her that she may vanquish and overcome all her enemies; and finally after this 

life she may attain everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

A Prayer for the Royal Family. 

Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, we humbly beseech thee to bless Charles 

Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family:  

Endue them with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them with thy heavenly grace; prosper them with 

all happiness; and bring them to thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Jessica and her family walk home from their garden as the sun sets.  

 

A Litany for a Just and Fair Future 

God the Father  Have mercy upon us 

God the Son,  Have mercy upon us 

God the Holy Spirit,  Have mercy upon us 

Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity,  Have mercy upon us 

 

Great Spirit, heavenly Father, source of life and love. We rejoice and give thanks for your 

bountiful planet. Great plains, verdant forests, deserts of rock, sand and ice, mountain 

ranges, rivers and oceans: ecosystems to meet the needs of all your creatures.  

Good Lord, deliver us. 

We mourn our separation from you, each other, ourselves and all creation.  

Good Lord, deliver us. 

We have forsaken your calling to be custodians: When we drill for oil, gas and minerals, 

despoiling the earth, poisoning the waters and fouling the air with climate changing gases; 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

When we fell ancient trees, overexploit the oceans and techno traditional food systems 

and indigenous communities; farm food, destroying soils, When we desecrate your world 

with trash where nothing in nature is intended to go to waste;  

Good Lord, deliver us. 

When we live lavish lifestyles and turn our other cheek to poverty, injustice, war, famine a 

unbearable human suffering. When world leaders and multinational corporations put profit 

before the wellbeing of people, communities and a flourishing planet.  

Good Lord, deliver us. 

We pray that our words, our pilgrimage and our actions may be a witness to world 

leaders, encouraging and inspiring them to make radical commitments at the forthcoming 

climate talks. Commitments that will restore the earth and lead to justice for communities 

confronted by the climate crisis.  

Good Lord, deliver us. 
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And may they lead us onto a new path for a sustainable future where we live in harmony 

with all life.  

Good Lord, deliver us. 

Open our senses to all we encounter and be with us that we may walk in safety. Awaken 

us to our true nature, to live in peace with you, each other and all creation. By restoring 

harmony and balance we too will be restored to wholeness.  

Good Lord, deliver us. 

 

Heal the sick in body and mind, and provide for the homeless, the hungry and the 

destitute. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Show your pity on prisoners and refugees, and all who are in trouble. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Forgive our enemies, persecutors and slanderers, and turn their hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the peace of Christ, both those who 

have confessed the faith and those whose faith is known to you alone, and grant us with 

them a share in your eternal kingdom. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Grant us a true repentance forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and are 

deliberate sins; and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to 

your holy word. 

Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

A Prayer for the Clergy and People. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send down upon our 

Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to their charge, the healthful 

Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew 

of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom. 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in 

thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy 

servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy 

truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon: Reverend Captain Paul Fitzpatrick C.A. SCP. 
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Hymn: 

 

 

 

The Grace 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Dismissal (Rose) 

Priest: The Lord be with you  

All: and with thy spirit 

Priest: Let us bless the Lord   

All: Thanks be to God 

 

Here endeth the Order of Evening Prayer throughout the Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

There's a wideness in God's mercy,  

Like the wideness of the sea;  

There's a kindness in his justice  

Which is more than liberty.  

There is no place where earth's sorrows  

Are more felt than up in heaven:  

There is no place where earth's failings  

Have such kindly judgement given.  

 

 

 

2 

For the love of God is broader  

Than the measure of man's mind;  

And the heart of the Eternal  

Is most wonderfully kind.  

But we make his love too narrow  

By false limits of our own;  

And we magnify his strictness  

With a zeal he will not own. 

3 

There is plentiful redemption  

In the blood that has been shed;  

There is joy for all the members  

In the sorrows of the head.  

There is grace enough for thousands  

Of new worlds as great as this:  

There is room for fresh creations  

In that upper home of bliss.  

 

 

 

4 

If our love were but more simple,  

We should take him at his word;  

And our lives would be all gladness,  

In the joy of Christ our Lord.  
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Please donate tonight.  

Your donations will help families facing poverty and injustice around the 

world.  

£5 could buy water taps for a community garden 

£15 could buy drought-resistant seeds like sorghum or millet to help 

10 farmers like Jessica to grow food 

£60 could train 50 women farmers to adapt and grow food in the 

changing climate 

£250 could help a family build a storeroom, and provide seeds and 
fertilisers  

 

Give generously to help women grow crops that survive in the 
drought.  

Act and raise your voice for justice. Join our Loss and Damage 
campaign. 

Pray that families will stay strong during tough times of drought. 
 

 

Together, we can turn hunger into hope.  

 

As you wait for the service to start, say a prayer, stir your heart and 

give generously.  You can either:  

 Point your phone camera at the Q-Code 

 Go to back of church and use the giving device 

 Place cash in the giving basket 
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